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Pros, cons and integration 
between Github and Zenodo
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Code and project hosting repository for version 
control and collaboration

General purpose open access repository developed 
under the European OpenAIRE program and operated 
by CERN (2013)

Status Not open source (Microsoft, 2018) Open source

Size limit File limit of 100MB (command line)
Otherwise Github LFS (stores references, not the file 
itself)

50GB per dataset (no limit in dataset)
Higher is possible

Licencing options Templates existing allowing the addition of 
LICENSE.md file
No restriction, but open are encouraged 
(choosealicense.com)

Any of 400 open licenses (from opendefinition.org)
Restricted and closed content also supported

Cost Free for individuals and organization, licensing fees 
for team and companies
Fees for versioning control

Free up to 50GB per dataset
Free versioning control

Longevity Can block users to access account 20 yrs + integration in case of shut down

Interoperability Multiple ORCID, DOI, GitHub



GitHub.com

Both are non-curated deposition databases
But they do not serve the same purpose
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Code, data and project 
hosting for collaboration

ACTIVE DATA

Zenodo.org

Code, data and project 
repository for publication, 

citation and reuse

PUBLISHED DATA
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Code, data and project 
hosting for collaboration

ACTIVE DATA
 PID for objects, ISO standard to identify object uniquely
 Generally used for citation of journal articles, research 

reports, datasets, and official publications
 Persistent (data can be accessed in perpetuity)
 Unique
 Resolvable (metadata as description, findable localisation 

on the long term)
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Both are non-curated deposition databases
But they do not serve the same purpose
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Code, data and project 
hosting for collaboration

ACTIVE DATA

Zenodo.org

Code, data and project 
repository for publication, 

citation and reuse

PUBLISHED DATA

Zenodo makes open source code citable
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Beware of involuntary (?) deletions



Zenodo can publish your code 
in few easy steps
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1. Clean and curate your repository in 
GitHub

Ex. add README, delete unnecessary 
files, add license…
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https://www.epfl.ch/campus/library/
services-researchers/data-
publication/zenodo/
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1. Clean and curate your repository in 
GitHub

2. Activate the repository on Zenodo 
(can be tested with the Sandbox 
https://sandbox.zenodo.org/)
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https://sandbox.zenodo.org/


1. Clean and curate your repository in 
GitHub

2. Activate the repository on Zenodo
3. Publish the release on GitHub
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1. Clean and curate your repository in 
GitHub

2. Activate the repository on Zenodo
3. Publish the release on GitHub
4. Voilà! Now get the badge on Zenodo
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1. Clean and curate your repository in 
GitHub

2. Activate the repository on Zenodo
3. Publish the release on GitHub
4. Voilà! Now get the badge on Zenodo…
5. …and add the DOI to the README.md 

file in GitHub
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1. Clean and curate your repository in 
GitHub

2. Activate the repository on Zenodo
3. Publish the release on GitHub
4. Voilà! Now get the badge on Zenodo…
5. …and add the DOI to the README.md 

file in GitHub
6. Now data is published in Zenodo!



EP
FL

 L
ib

ra
ry

 | R
DM

 T
ea

m
 | G

itH
ub

 to
 Z

en
od

o 
v.2

02
2

Do not forget to check the 
metadata in Zenodo…

(you can modify them)
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…and to add the Zenodo DOI to 
the README file in the GitHub 

repository



README.md
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Conclusions



GitHub.com

They do not serve the same purpose
EP

FL
 L

ib
ra

ry
 | R

DM
 T

ea
m

 | G
itH

ub
 to

 Z
en

od
o 

v.2
02

2

Code, data and project 
hosting for collaboration

ACTIVE DATA

Zenodo.org

Code, data and project 
repository for publication, 

citation and reuse

PUBLISHED DATA

Zenodo makes open source code citable

Data curation



The EPFL Community on Zenodo
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Check out the information and tutorial at :
https://www.epfl.ch/campus/library/services-researchers/data-publication/zenodo/

https://zenodo.org/communities/epfl/
Best practices for preparing dataset for 
publication (not only in Zenodo…)
Curation by EPFL RDM team

https://zenodo.org/communities/epfl/
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